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The Heart of a Business Woman
Anne Wang once stated: “You have to have your heart in the business and the business in your heart.” In our society, people who are in the business world are often viewed as cold and insensitive, with complete disregard for others. Unfortunately, all stereotypes are derived from some sense of truth. Even though there are business people out there that look out only for themselves and do their job because of its financial benefits, I will not be one of them. I will prove to society that an honest businesswoman is not an oxymoron, but someone who uses the Expected School-Wide Learning Results (ESLRs). I will be a businesswoman who is a powerful thinker, successful communicator, life-long learner, a culturally aware individual, and effective and responsible citizen. 

To be successful in the business world one must have the ability to be a powerful thinker. But, what is a powerful thinker? As Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “Do not follow where the path may lead. Go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.” If one were to just follow behind others in their thoughts and actions, then they would never become a powerful thinker. According to Northridge Academy High School’s Expected School Wide Learning Results, a powerful thinker is able to “engage in high-level reasoning, make decisions, and solve problems,” all which are critical to survive in the business world. A powerful thinker must be able to think in a creative and original manner. If one were to tell the creators of Apple, Google, EBay, or You Tube that they could not think of new ideas to use the Internet, where would they be now? Would others even know them in the technological world? Maybe, however, why take the risk of not acting on intuition?  


Successful communicators are those who have the ability to articulate their thoughts to others in a clear and an easy-to-understand manner. In addition, successful communicators realize that there are different types and styles of communication. It would not be helpful if somebody has all these amazing ideas, but cannot share them with others. It is also important to know how to communicate with your coworkers so that they know what it is you expect of them. As I work my way up the corporate ladder, it is vital that I understand the importance of communicating to those that I work with so that I may eventually reach the job of my dreams. If I were to give a presentation or speech to a board of executives at the company I worked for, it would not be the same as if I were to have to speak to all of the clients that help my business thrive. The ability to change and mold myself to the environment, while still communicating effectively, will help me be where I want to be.


Life-long learning is something that I will incorporate into my life. The significance of “life-long learning” is that it is a commitment to oneself to continue on learning through all of the obstacles that life may throw at them. It teaches them to create alternative plans with a variety of options if the first choice did not end up as expected. In addition, it is a promise to oneself to never stop loving to learn as an adult. My success will be hindered if I choose to live a lifestyle that does not include life-long learning because I would be fixed in something that might have applied before in the past. As a result, I will not be informed on new ways of approaching matters that might range from how to structure a company to ethical behavior in the office. When a person commits oneself to life-long learning, they have the opportunity to become more self-aware and culturally aware of others. Because of this, they are fair and respectful to others because they understand customs and traditions that may differ from what they were raised with. All of this aides life-long learners in becoming better citizens who care for others and respect differences.


In the society that we will live in, it is not possible to seclude oneself to serving only a specific group of people and completing shutting out the others. In the business world, I have to be a culturally aware individual. Even though there is only one race (the human race) that does not mean that everybody has the same wants and needs as the next. As an International Business major, I have to make sure that I understand the culture and traditions of people who are different from me so I am able to take my company to the international level without disrespecting anybody. For example, in China and the Middle East, bribery is not looked down upon. In fact, if one were to give gifts to potential clients, it is a means of showing respect and interest. Conversely, bribery is not allowed in the United States. Not only that, but knowing the culture of others will help me succeed as a businesswoman

When it comes to business, it is not enough to do the bare minimum. On top of all the responsibilities that I will have as a businesswoman, I must also be an effective and responsible citizen. A very crucial lesson in business is how important clients and the people are. Without clients, a business cannot exist. Despite all the planning and organizing that one might due to run a business, it does not matter if there are no clients to keep the business alive and prosperous. One might even go as far to say that the people who do not work for the business have an unfair advantage in deciding whether it will be a story of success, or one of failure. All of this is why I will make a promise to myself to never forget whom I am working for, and to make sure that the wants of the company are that which are in the best interest for the people. 

Despite the fact that society might falsely pre-judge me as a dishonest and maybe even greedy businesswoman simply because of my career, I will be able to prove them that an honest businessperson is not oxymoron, but a person who exists because of the Expected School-Wide Learning Results (ESLRs).  Even though for the most part it is a “man’s world” out there, that does not discourage me from putting in the necessary effort to be successful as a minority. What does not kill me will make me stronger, and what makes me stronger will help me be successful in the business world for my clients, my fellow coworkers, and for myself. 
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For each body paragraph you want to include the following:





1. A topic sentence that mentions the ESLR and how it has shaped/influenced you.


2. Detail Sentences (4-6): Give specific examples of how you have applied this ESLR in your high school years. Think of projects, assignments, presentations, performances, academy experiences, clubs, sports, jobs, community service, service learning, extra-curricular activities, or anything else you feel demonstrates you applying this ESLR in your high school years.


3. Explain how each example demonstrates/shows the ESLR. What did you learn about the ESLR and yourself based on this experience? How could you improve and continue to practice this ESLR in the future?


4. How will you specifically apply this ESLR in your future education, career, the community, and your personal life? 





Hint: Use the terminology, phrases, or key words that each ESLR states. You can do this by looking at the bullet points and then putting it in your own words or quoting a portion of the bullet point/s. Lastly, include it within your essay. You can see an example of this in paragraph 2: “Powerful thinker.”





Hint: Your body paragraphs should go in the same order that you listed them in your thesis; for example, if you listed Powerful Thinkers first, then it should be the focus of body paragraph #1.





Refer to the last page for body paragraph ideas and suggestions.





Refer to the last page for a hint on the thesis.








