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MAJOR SCALES 
HALF STEP/ 
WHOLE STEP 
FORMULA 
Scales are always written by 
using a special half step and 
whole step formula. 

Strategy: 
1. Practice writing a scale starting on C. Use whole 

notes. The 1st note is given. 
2. Write the number for each note (1 through 8) of 

the scale on the blank line under each note. 
3. Circle the 3rd & 4th notes together, and the 7th & 

8th notes together where half steps occur. 
The major scale formula is: 
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whole whole half whole whole whole half 
A half step is marked with a sign 
like this: A 

1. Scales are always built by using a special and 

formula. 
2. The formula for a major scale is: 

Write "W" for whole, "H" for half. 

------ 
3. The syllables sometimes used by singers for scales are: 

4. Play or sing the scale above. 
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